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All the participants greeted the 
event and wished another fruitful 
decades for the support of Local 
Democracy and Citizens’ participa-
tion in Europe!

ALDA represents today one of the 
most important stakeholder in 
terms of citizen’s participation and 
local governance. It encompasses 
the active work of Civil Society 
Groups and Local Authorities from 
all over Europe (up to Armenia and 
Azerbaijan!).

The Association of Local Democracy 
Agencies represents a Europe wide 
recognized organization active in:

•	 Projects implementation (local 
governance, citizens’ empower-
ments, human rights and free-
dom of expressions) with more 
than 100 projects for a total over 
10 millions Euro of activities;

•	 Networking of 12 Local Democ-
racy Agencies and develop-
ment of successful decentral-
ized cooperation of hundreds 
of towns in Europe;

•	 Think tank and elaboration of 
new methods of cooperation 
and dialogue between civil so-
ciety and local authorities;

•	 Representation and dialogue 
with European institutions in the 
field of European active citizen-
ship and dialogue between citi-
zens and European Institutions.

The future of the Association of 
Local Democracy Agencies seems 
brilliant since it offers an important 
element to the difficult times of 
nowadays: involvement of youth, 
trust between citizens and the local

to be continued on page 2

The celebration of the 10th anniversary of ALDA took place at 
the Committee of the Regions in Brussels on the 27th of May 
with the presence of more than 100 representatives of local 
authorities, institutions and NGOs from all over Europe.

hAPPy BiRThDAy ALDA!

The Birthday Cake of ALDA was brought all the way from the city of Bydgoszcz in Poland, 
member of the Bureau of ALDA. The position of ALDA is held by Mrs. Imislava Gorska, from 
the Office of the Mayor of Bydgoszcz. Bydgoszcz has a famous chocolate and biscuits com-
pany in town and they offered the wonderful present to all the members of the Association.A.M. NewsNews for ALDA’s MembersNEWSLETTER The Association of Local Democracy Agencies launched its Newsletter for the �l
rst quar-

ter of 2009. This issue celebrating the 10th anniversary of ALDA includes articles about the 

Birthday celebration on May 27 as well as the workshop on the Eastern Partnership pro-

posed by the Committee of the Regions organised at this occasion.

http://alda-europe.eu/alda/upload/Newsletters/newsletter_ALDA_I-2009.pdfACTIVE CITIZENSHIPOn June 15 and 16, ALDA, in cooperation with the Region of Istria, organised a 

study visit 

under the Istria Communicating Europe project. 25 young participants from Istria vis-

ited youth centres and associations in Padova, Vicenza and Thiene with an overview on 

youth services, opportunities and initiatives. This visit gave an opportunity to teachers, 

students and people from non-pro�l
t organisations to learn about what EU can o�l6er to 

young people and to discuss about their needs and possibilities for the future.On June 25, ALDA organised a National Workshop on Youth participation to combat 

climate change

, under the European project eCLAU, funded by the European Com-

mission’s “Youth in Action” Programme. During this workshop, guests presented the 

programme and discussed about international policies on climate change. The work-

shop brought together young people, representatives from European environmental 

organisations, local environmental associations and representatives of local authorities.eCLAU is an international project that brings together �l
ve partners across Europe: 

ASAEL (Asociación Aragonesa de Entidades Locales) in Spain, ALDA (Association of Local Democracy Agencies) in 

France, the Province of Reggio Emilia in Italy, ADMMRB (Association for Development of Mountain Municipalities 

in the Republic of Bulgaria) in Bulgaria and the Institute of Entrepreneurship Development in Greece.CREATING SYNERGIES AND PARTNERSHIPSOn June 8 to 11, ALDA organised a training on town twinning in Shkodra, Albania, 

under the project «Town twinning: a vehicle for European integration», supported by 

the European Commission programme Europe for citizens. 30 participants from all-

over Europe including participants from Macedonia and Albania, two new eligible 

countries under the programme Europe for Citizen, attended the training.

On June 4, with the support of the Municipal Training Centre of Kaunas, ALDA held 

a country meeting in Lithuania. The meeting focused on creating synergies among 

ALDA current members and discussing future cooperation, in particular in the �eld 

of active citizenship where ALDA has recently initiated several projects, international 

multilateral decentralised cooperation, and good governance.On June 10 and 11, Serbian and Polish local authority, university and environmental 

agency representatives visited Strasbourg to learn about 

environmental protection and energy policies. Members of the Consortium from the 

project “Ecological Training Courses for Capacity Building of Local Communities 

in Serbia” supported by the European Commission under the Tempus programme 

visited EU institutions and the Strasbourg Deputy Mayor Ms Ra�k-Elmrini in order to 

exchange information on environmental protection practices. The group also visited 

the incineration station to learn about Strasbourg’s waste management system.
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New members of ALDA
ALDA warmly welcomes its new members and wishes them a dynamic and mutually enriching collaboration.

JUNE 09

LET’S WORK TOGETHER!
In this section you will find the “calls for partners” launched by ALDA in order to iden-
tify potential partners interested to cooperate within one (or more) of the projects 
being drafted and developed at the moment.
ALDA members who are interested in the proposals listed below are kindly request-
ed to contact the person in charge to get further and more detailed information.

SUPPORT TO 
CIVIL SOCIETY 

IN KOSOVO

Project idea: project proposal aiming at strengthening the capacities of 
Civil Society Organizations’ in Kosovo in four areas: environment pro-
tection, equal opportunities, provision of social services and organiza-
tion of the Kids Festival in Kosovo.
Eligible partners:
Eligible countries:
Funding source: IPA - Instrument for Pre-Accession Assist-
ance - Strengthening of Civil Society Dialogue - Call for Proposals 
EuropeAid/128-483/L/ACT/KOS – Deadline: 30.07.2009

Contact: Stanka Parac

stanka.parac@
aldaintranet.org

CROSS-
BORDER 

COOPERATION 
THE FORMER 
YUGOSLAV 

REPUBLIC OF 
MACEDONIA 

AND ALBANIA

Project idea: project proposal aiming at strengthening cross-border 
relations between cities and towns of the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and Albania
Eligible partners: Local authorities, associations
Eligible countries: border regions of the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia and Albania Funding source:   IPA - Instrument for Pre-
Accession Assistance - IPA 2007 Cross-border Programme between the 
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Albania 
Deadline: 03.08.2009

Contact: Srdjan Cvijic

srdjan.cvijic@
aldaintranet.org

CITY TO CITY 
COOPEATION 

PROJECT

Project idea: project proposal aiming at strengthening city to city coop-
eration, promoting and revitalizing new and existing relations
Eligible partners: local authorities, town-twinning associations
Eligible countries: EU Member States, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Re-
public of Macedonia and Albania 
Funding source:  Europe for Citizens – Action 1.1 – Thematic Networking 
of Twinned Towns - Deadline: 01.09.2009

Contact: Marco Boaria

marco.boaria@ 
aldaintranet.org

OPENING A 
NEW LOCAL 

DEMOCRACY 
AGENCY IN 
ARMENIA

Project idea: project proposal aiming at promoting the role of non-state 
actors and local authorities in Armenia, through creating the basis for 
the opening of a new Local Democracy Agency
Eligible partners: local authorities, NGOs
Eligible countries: EU Member States, Armenia 
Funding source: Non-State Actors and Local Authorities in Development
Deadline: 21.09.2009

Contact: Srdjan Cvijic

srdjan.cvijic@
aldaintranet.org

For further information on projects developed by ALDA and to propose project ideas please contact: Marco Boaria, 
Projects Development Officer, marco.boaria@aldaintranet.org, mobile 0039 346 1531829
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Local Authorities:
•	 City of Skodra, Albania
•	 Deputacio de Barcelona, Spain
Organisations:
•	 Forum Algérien pour la Citoyenneté et la Moder-

nité (FACM), Algeria
•	 Centre d’information, de documentation, d’étude 

et de formation (CIDEFE), France
•	 Associazione Uguali Diritti S.U.D., Italy

•	 Garliava District Community Centre, Lithaunia
•	 Centre for Regional Policy Research and Coopera-

tion “Studiorum” CRPRC, Macedonia
•	 INICIA, Mexico
•	 Douzelage, Luxembourg
•	 NGO Horizont, Albania
•	 Putignanonelmondo, Italy
•	 Profesionalne Zen, Slovakia
•	 Association for European Partnership (AEP), Bulgaria


